
 

 
 

LOCAL PLAN LEADERSHIP GROUP held at ZOOM - HTTPS://ZOOM.US/, on 
WEDNESDAY, 3 MARCH 2021 at 7.00 pm 
 
 
Present: Councillor G Bagnall (Chair) 
 
 
Guest (non-
voting): 

Councillors M Caton, R Freeman, P Lees, B Light, S Merifield, 
R Pavitt, N Reeve and M Tayler 
 
Councillors J Evans and L Pepper 

 
Officers in 
attendance: 

A Emanuel (Principal Urban Designer), G Glenday (Assistant 
Director - Planning), S Miles (Local Plans and New Communities 
Manager) and C Shanley-Grozavu (Democratic Services Officer) 

 
 

1    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Sutton.  
 
Apologies for lateness were received from Councillor Lees.  
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
The committee congratulated Councillor Reeve on the successfully securing 4 
students from Cambridge University to carry out a project which will look at what 
the green economy means to Uttlesford. 
 

2    THEME 3: CLIMATE CHANGE  
 
The Principal Urban Designer presented a report on the comments received on 
the third consultation theme.  
 
The third theme was on the topic of “Climate Change” and was discussed by the 
Community Stakeholder Forum on 9 December. Following the Forum, the theme 
was open for public consultation, and in the first four weeks, 31 responses had 
been received.  
 
Members discussed the findings of the ongoing consultation and the following 
was noted: 

 Members debated the value of the representations which had been 
received and considered that it was their role to think strategically and 
utilise all representations received to do so. 

 Land use was identified as a key theme. Members acknowledged that 
Uttlesford had the largest area of agricultural land in Essex and they 
discussed the need for farming practices to be carried out with minimum 
environmental impact. It was noted the importance of working 
collaboratively with farmers in developing policies in order to understand 
the changes and challenges within the agricultural industry.  

 It was debated that the Council’s parking standards contradicted efforts to 
encourage less vehicular use as parking provisions were required in every 
new development. Some members argued that it was necessary for new 



 

 
 

residential developments to offer parking due to Uttlesford being a 
primarily rural district with restricted access to public transport. 

 Should the new local plan seek to develop more sustainable energy 
infrastructure, such as solar farms, there would need to be careful 
consideration in ensuring minimal impact upon the countryside and 
alternative solutions must be looked at.  

 

During discussion, Councillor Pepper highlighted the new Interim Climate 
Change Planning Policy and its role in helping to tackle climate change. She 
agreed to forward her thoughts about the five key priority themes in tackling 
climate change to members.  

Councillor Freeman also agreed to circulate a BBC Radio 4 article about the 
carbon footprint of food supply to the group.  

Officers highlighted that the process is finding a balance by working strategically 
with organisations such as the Essex Climate Change Commission and locally 
with residents through the consultation.  

 
Councillor Pavitt arrived at 19:41  
 
Councillor Light left the meeting at 19:30 and Councillor Lees left the meeting at 
19:44 
 
The meeting closed at 20:21 
 
 


